
Identifying and Understanding Audiences for Rhetorical Analysis

1. Identify possible audiences.


· Who might be interested in this topic?

The possible audiences are physically disabled people as well as people who are disabled because of (Spinal muscular atrophy) S.M.A.


· Who has something to gain or lose in this situation? 

In this situation, children will gain the most effective gains of this drug. Also, adults with the early onset of the disease symptoms will benefit from the drug. 
All users are however going to lose financially since the drug is very expensive. They are also goings to experience several side effects. 

· Who has the power to do what the author wants them to do? (Think of the author’s purpose; if they want people to think differently, that can be a broader audience. If the author wants someone to do something, who is actually capable of taking that action?)

The medical scientists and the government have the power to stop taking advantage of the S.M.A patients. For instance, the scientists and the government should show some efforts should reduce the price of the drug. To the writer, the scientists are taking pride of the victims. Also, the Food and Drug Administration should conduct more research on the drug to determine its long-term effects. 



2. Choose the audience that you will analyze in for this analysis:

 The audience I would like to analyze is the victims of S.M.A disease. 

3. Understand who this audience is and what they value

· What does this audience have to gain or lose? In other words, why do they care? 
 The S.M.A patients will have a drug that helps to treat their condtion, especially those with recent onset of the disease symptoms. Infants with S.M.A are also going to gain some degree of motor function. These patients will lose their trust in the drug because it has unknown effects.  For instance, in its testing, it killed 23% infants out of 170 patients. 

What these patients care about is how the drug is going to impact their lives in the future. They also care about their being neglected and not cared for by the FDA for approving the drug without proper investigations. 

· What are the demographics of this audience (IE age, gender, socioeconomic status, profession, religion, ethnicity, etc.)?

The S.M.A patients are widely spread in terms of demographics. There are such patients across all the ages from infants to elderly adults, in both genders. These people may not be in a position to carry out any socioeconomic activities. That is because they always rely from help from their relatives and friends for the simplest tasks. The patients are widespread in various ethnic backgrounds as well as religions. 

· What aspect of their identity is more relevant in this context? (For example, in Ben Mattlin’s article, which aspect of being a disabled white male and a husband and father is most relevant to the issue of healthcare?)

The most relevant aspect of the patients is as shown in this article is the physical limitations they have as disabled. They have to rely on other people for every activity. Besides, their disability is not only a burden to the family members but also causes a financial challenge to the relatives. 

· What does the audience value? How do you know?

The patients value a medical intervention that assures them of their health security. As the writer argues, although he ids against the execution of this drug, he acknowledges that he wouldn’t have survived were it not for  medical interventions he had had. 

4. Finally: how does your understanding of the audience affect how they are written to?

· Is there language one shouldn’t use when addressing them?

The patients need to be addressed in a language that does not take care of their feelings. People living with disabilities feel that they need to be treated fairly and in a language that does not compromise their self-esteem. 


· What information do they already know, what do they not know, and what information do they need to know?

The patients have an understanding that they are entitled to fair treatment and equal access. They however need to know the details of this new drug and its potential long-term effects to their health. 


· What does the author do that is particularly appropriate for the audience’s needs, values, and expectations?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The author understands the needs f the other patients and has taken it upon himself to advocate for fair treatment of the patients. He alo fuels fund raisings for medical development. 




